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Foreword

Climate change mitigation and the EU Green Deal will be central topics
for the EU to address for years to come. Recent COP meetings show clearly
how important the EU’s contribution to mitigating climate change is: a
major historical contributor to the greenhouse gases in the atmosphere,
it now has the opportunity to reverse this trend of ever more emissions,
including by providing a model and the means for other parts of the world
to leapfrog the carbon age.

All of this raises major issues and themes for discussion, including:

Understanding the Origins of the Green Deal Approach, first imple-
mentation measures and the multi-level framework for Green Deal imple-
mentation; Potential Legal Instruments for implementation, including tech-
nical standardisation, criminal law sanctions and market-based measures,
such as tax incentives or the future extension of emission trading to con-
sumers; Education and Awareness-Raising to influence entrepreneurial ori-
entation; the External Dimension of the Green Deal, the Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism; the challenge of Climate Rights Enforcement, in
view of traditional restrictive interpretations of individual rights, causation
and legal standing; issues arising in specific sectors, including Energy, Trans-
port, Public Procurement, Urban Planning and Migration.

This conference volume presents a selection of valuable contributions,
dealing with the above questions, presented at the first EU Green Deal
Conference initiated by the City University of Applied Sciences in Bremen
at the end of 2021. The hope thereby is to stimulate further discussion, with
the aim of achieving the Green Deal targets in an economically and legally
effective manner.

Lydia Scholz
Christiane Trae
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