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Knowledge Between the 10th and 14th Centuries in 
Arabic Culture. Knowledge Organization, 31(4). 213-221. 
14 refs. 
 
ABSTRACT: I present a detailed philosophical study of 
three classification systems: Al-Farabi, Al-Ghazali and Ibn 
Khaldun. The primary aim of this study is to formulate the 
underlying philosophical basis of each classification and to 
relate this basis to certain principles contained in the Is-
lamic revelation. I also give analytical treatment of the fol-
lowing questions: the major distinguishing features of each 
classification and the attitude of each thinker towards the 
philosophical and religious sciences and how they envis-
aged the distinction between the two fields. 
 
 
 
Turner, James M. and Emmanuël Colinet. Using Audio 
Description for Indexing Moving Images. Knowledge 
Organization, 31(4). 222-230. 9 refs. 
 
ABSTRACT: This paper includes some of the results of a 
study that looks at three types of text for automatically de-
riving shot-level indexing to moving images. Audio de-
scription is a voice added to the sound track of moving pic-
tures to provide information for the visually impaired. We 
analyse two one-hour parts of a television production 
broadcast as a mini-series in 1997. We compare our results 
with those of a previous study, which identifies some of 
the characteristics of audio description and the associated 
moving image. We found close correspondence among 
some aspects studied and for other aspects much less cor-
respondence, but for reasons we are able to explain. In ad-
dition, in the process of conducting the current study we 
further developed our methodology and now feel that it is 
a mature method for analysing audio description text as a 
source for generating indexing to the associated moving 
image. 
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Oliveira. “Thesaurus” and “Ontology:” A Study of the 
Definitions Found in the Computer and Information 
Science Literature, by Means of an Analytical Synthetic 
Method. Knowledge Organization, 31(4). 231-244. 44 refs. 
 
ABSTRACT: This is a comparative analysis of the term 
ontology, used in the computer science domain, with the 
term thesaurus, used in the information science domain. 
The aim of the study is to establish the main convergence 
points of these two knowledge representation instruments 
and to point out their differences. In order to fulfill this 
goal an analytical-synthetic method was applied to extract 
the meaning underlying each of the selected definitions of 
the instruments. The definitions were obtained from texts 
well accepted by the research community from both areas. 
The definitions were applied to a KWIC system in order to 
rotate the terms that were examined qualitatively and 
quantitatively. We concluded that thesauri and ontologies 
operate at the same knowledge level, the epistemological 
level, in spite of different origins and purposes. 
 
 
 
Losee, Robert. A Performance Model of the Length and 
Number of Subject Headings and Index Phrases. 
Knowledge Organization, 31(4). 245-251. 15 refs. 
 
ABSTRACT: When assigning subject headings or index 
terms to a document, how many terms or phrases should 
be used to represent the document? The contribution of an 
indexing phrase to locating and ordering documents can be 
compared to the contribution of a full-text query to find-
ing documents. The length and number of phrases needed 
to equal the contribution of a full-text query is the subject 
of this paper. The appropriate number of phrases is deter-
mined in part by the length of the phrases. We suggest sev-
eral rules that may be used to determine how many subject 
headings should be assigned, given index phrase lengths, 
and provide a general model for this process. A difference 
between characteristics of indexing “hard” science and “so-
cial” science literature is suggested. 
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Scope 

The more scientific data is generated in the impetuous  
present times, the more ordering energy needs to be expended 
to control these data in a retrievable fashion. With the abun-
dance of knowledge now available the questions of new solu-
tions to the ordering problem and thus of improved classifica-
tion systems, methods and procedures have acquired unfore-
seen significance. For many years now they have been the fo-
cus of interest of information scientists the world over. 

Until recently, the special literature relevant to classifica-
tion was published in piecemeal fashion, scattered over the 
numerous technical journals serving the experts of the various 
fields such as 

 
 philosophy and science of science 
 science policy and science organization 
 mathematics, statistics and computer science 
 library and information science 
 archivistics and museology 
 journalism and communication science 
 industrial products and commodity science 
 terminology, lexicography and linguistics 

 
Beginning in 1974, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION 

(formerly INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION) has 
been serving as a common platform for the discussion of both 
theoretical background questions and practical application 
problems in many areas of concern. In each issue experts from 
many countries comment on questions of an adequate struc-
turing and construction of ordering systems and on the prob-
lems of their use in opening the information contents of new 
literature, of data collections and survey, of tabular works and 
of other objects of scientific interest. Their contributions have 
been concerned with 

 
(1) clarifying the theoretical foundations (general ordering 

theory/science, theoretical bases of classification, data 
analysis and reduction) 

(2) describing practical operations connected with index-
ing/classification, as well as applications of classification 
systems and thesauri, manual and machine indexing 

(3) tracing the history of classification knowledge and 
methodology 

(4) discussing questions of education and training in classi-
fication 

(5) concerning themselves with the problems of terminol-
ogy in general and with respect to special fields. 

Aims 

Thus, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION is a forum for 
all those interested in the organization of knowledge on a uni-
versal or a domain-specific scale, using concept-analytical or 
concept-synthetical approaches, as well as quantitative and 
qualitative methodologies. KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZA-
TION also addresses the intellectual and automatic compila-
tion and use of classification systems and thesauri in all fields 
of knowledge, with special attention being given to the prob-
lems of terminology. 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION publishes original 
articles, reports on conferences and similar communications, 
the Newsletters of the International Society for Knowledge 
Organization (ISKO News) and the Committee on Classifi-
cation Research of the International Federation for Informa-
tion and Documentation (FID/CR News) as well as book re-
views, letters to the editor, and an extensive annotated bibliog-
raphy of recent classification and indexing literature, covering 
some 500 items in each issue. 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION should therefore be 
available at every university and research library of every coun-
try, at every information center, at colleges and schools of li-
brary and information science, in the hands of everybody in-
terested in the fields mentioned above and thus also at every 
office for updating information on any topic related to the 
problems of order in our information-flooded times. 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION was founded in 
1973 by an international group of scholars with a consulting 
board of editors representing the world’s regions, the special 
classification fields, and the subject areas involved. From 
1974-1980 it was published by K.G. Saur Verlag, München. 
Back issues of 1978-1992 are available from ERGON-Verlag, 
too.  

As of 1989, KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION has be-
come the official organ of the INTERNATIONAL SOCI-
ETY FOR KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION (ISKO) 
and is included for every ISKO-member, personal or institu-
tional in the membership fee (US $ 55/US $ 110). 

Rates: From 2004 on for 4 issues/ann. (including indexes)  
€ 103,00 (forwarding costs included). Membership rates see 
above.  
ERGON-Verlag, Grombühlstr. 7, GER-97080 Würzburg; 
Phone: +49 (931) 280084; FAX +49 (931) 282872; E-mail:  
service@ergon-verlag.de; http://www.ergon-verlag.de 

The contents of this journal are indexed and abstracted in Refera-
tivnyi Zhurnal Informatika and in the following online databases: 
Information Science Abstracts, INSPEC, Library and Information 
Science Abstracts (LISA), Library Literature, PASCAL, Sociologi-
cal Abstracts, and Web Science & Social Sciences Citation Index. 
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