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Hj0fbnd, B., Albrechtsen, H. (1999). An Analysis of Some 
Trends in Classification Research. Knowledge Organiza. 
tioll, 2r{3). 13 1 -139. 41 refs. 

ABSTRACT: This paper takes a second look at three pre
vailing main themes in knowledge organization: i) the aca
demic disciplines as the main structural principle; ii) the fic
tion/non-fiction distinction; and iii) the '.lppropriue unit of 
analysis in online retrieval systems. The history and origin 
of bibliographic classification [Dewey, Bliss, Mills, Beghtol] 
are discussed from the perspective of pragmatist philosophy 
and social studies of science [Kuhn, Merton, Reich]. Choices 
of structural principles in different schemes are found to 
rely on more or less implicit philosophical foundations, 
ranging from rationalism to pragmatism. It is further shown 
how the increasing application of faceted structures as basic 
structural principles in universal classification schemes 
[DDC, UDC] impose rationalistic principles and structures 
for knowledge organization which arc not in alignment 
with the development of knowledge in the covered disci
plines. Funher evidence of ration,llism in knowledge or
ganization is the fiction/non· fiction distinction, excluding 
the important role of artistic resources for, in particular, 
hum,lnistic rese'lrch. Finally, for the analysis of appropriate 
bibliographic unit, it is argued that there is a need to shift 
towards a semiotic approach, founded on an understanding 
of imenextuality, rather than applying stand.lrd principles 
of hierarchical decomposition of documents. It is concluded 
that a change in classification research is needed, founded on 
a more historical and social understanding of knowledge. 

Broughton, V (1999). Notational Expressivity; the Case 
for and against the Representation of Internal Subject 
Structure in Notational Coding. Knowledge Organization, 
26(3). 140-148 . 22 refs. 

ABSTRACT: The ways in which notation can be used to 
express the content of documents to which it relates are 
variolls. At the most superficial level noution can corre· 
spond to the hierarchical structure of the schedules or link 
to literal components. The notation of compound concepts 
can express the structure <Ind composition of the com· 

pound, <lod systems exist in which symbols denote the func
tional roles of the consriruent elements and the relationships 
between them. At the highest level notation can be used (0 

mirror the actual structure of those entities which it repre
sents, as in the case of mathematical systems or chemical 
compounds. Methods of displaying these structures are ex
amined, and the practicality in a documentary context is 
questioned, with particular reference to recent revision 
work on the chemistry class of the Bliss Bibliographic Clas
sification 2nd edition (Be2). 

Robinson, G. (1999). Abridging the UDC: the compiling 
of the Pocket Edition. Knowledge Organization, 26(3). 149-
156. 7 refs. 

ABSTRACT: Gives an account of the editing of Universal 
Decimal Classification (UDC) from the full database to 
produce a brief, simplified version. Describes the selection 
criteria, difficulties in maintaining consistency and insights 
gained into optimizing future maintenance of the scheme. 
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The more scientific data are generated in the impetuous pre
sent times, the more ordering energy needs to be expended to 
control these dara in a retrievable fashion. With the abundance 
of knowledge now available the questions of new solutions to 
the ordering problem and thus of improved classification sys
tems, methods and procedures have acquired unforeseen signifi
GUlee. For many years now they have been in the focus of inter
est of information sciemiscs the world over. 

U mil recendy, the special literature relevant to classification 
was published in piecemeal fashion, scattered over the numer
ous technical journals serving the experts of dle various fields 
such as 

philosophy and science of science 
science policy and science organization 
mathematics, statistics and computer science 
library and information science 
archivistics and museology 
journalism and cOlIununication science 
industrial products and commodity science 
terminology, lexicography and linguistics 

Beginning 1974, KNOWLEDGE ORGANlZATION 
(formerly INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION) has been 
serving as a common platform for the discussion of both theo
retical background questions and practical application problems 
in many areas of concern. In each issue experts from many 
countries comment on questions of an adequate structuring and 
construction of ordering systems and on the problems of their 
use in opening the information contents of new literature, of 
data collections and survey, of tabular works and of other ob
jects of scientific interest. Their contributions have been con
cerned with 

(1) clarifying the theoretical foundations (general ordering 
theory I science theoretical bases of classification, data 
analysis and reduction) 

(2) describing practical operations connected with indexingl 
classification, as well as applications of classification sys· 
terns and thesauri, manual and machine indexing 

(3) tracing the history of classification knowledge and meth
odology 

(4) discussing questions of education and training in classifica
tion 

(5) concerning themselves with the problems of terminology 
in general and with respect to special fields. 

Aims 

Thus, KNOWLEDGE ORGANlZATION is meant to be 
a programme for the improvement of classification methods 
and processes, a forum for discussion for all those interested in 
the organization of knowledge on a universal or a subject-field 
scale, using concept-analytical andlor concept-symhetical ap
proaches as well as numerical procedures and comprising also 
the intellec(Ual and automatic compilation and use of classifica
tion systems and thesauri in all fields of knowledge, with special 
attention being given to the problems of terminology. 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANlZA TION publishes original ar
ticles, reports on conferences and stmilar COlll111tlllications, the 
Newsletters of the International Society for Knowledge Or
ganization (ISKO News) and the Committee on Classification 
Research of the International Federation for Information and 
Documentation (FIDleR News) as well as book reviews, let
ters to the editor, and an extensive <lllnomted bibliography of 
recent classification and indexing literature, covering some 500 
items in each issue. 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANlZATION should therefore be 
available at every university and research library of every coun
try, at every information center, at colleges and schools of li
brary and information science, in the hands of evel)'body inter
ested in the fields mentioned above and thus also at every office 
for updating information on any topic related to the problems 
of order in our information-flooded times. 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION was founded in 1973 
by an international group of scholars with a consulting board of 
editors representing the world's regions, the special classification 
fields, and the subject areas involved. From 1974-1980 it was 
published by K.G. Saul' Verlag, Munchen. Back issues of 1978-
1992 are available from ERGON-Verlag, roo. (fhe 14 volumes 
of 1978-1992 are offered now at the highly reduced price of DM 
200,-) 

As of 1989, KNOWLEDGE ORGANlZA TION has be
come the official organ of the INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY 
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cluded for every ISKO-member) personal or institutional in the 
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