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Editorial

Three months ago, on the 17 August, 2013, we lost _Joachim Vogel in an unbelievably tragic way. During a
short summer holiday in Venice, while he and his family were on board a gondola, a vaporetto overwhelmed
it leading to Vogel’s death in the presence of his wife and three children. “Death in Venice” has not been
literary fiction in this case, but a terrible reality.

Joachim Vogel was just 50. He was born on the 2 of June of 1963, when his family had already settled down
in Giessen after having adventurously managed to run away from East Berlin just two months before the Wall
was completely built.

He was not just a brilliant and creative colleague, but also one of the first to become a real European Criminal
Law Scholar. He learnt the importance of Comparative Criminal Law and of the great prospect of building
European Criminal Law from his “Doktorvater”, Klaus Tiedemann, during the years spent with him as academic
assistant, PhD-student and “Habilitant” in the Institut fiir Kriminologie und Wirtschaftsstrafrecht of the University of
Freiburg i. Br., where some of us got to know him personally and became long life friends of his.

Joachim Vogel believed in the creation of a science of European Criminal Law, based on the consideration of
all legal traditions'. He understood the EU intervention in criminal matters as an integrated system instead of
the sum of harmonization and judicial cooperation. In his “Antrittsvorlesung” in the Faculty of Law of
Tiibingen, in June, 20027, Joachim Vogel tried to raise the debate on criminal policy to a European level and to
develop a common criminal law science, allowing for the application of harmonized offences and also
defining the limits of the legislators”. On the other hand, his opinion on judicial cooperation was no less
important. For him, the time for simple cooperation was through. He felt the need of a transnational criminal
process”.

The contribution of Joachim Vogel to the creation of a new European Criminal Law has not only been a
scientific contribution, but also a practical one. He began working as “Rapporteur” in the EU-Commission
project of the Corpus Juris for the protection of EU financial interests® when he was very young, together
with his academic “Maestro”, Klaus Tiedemann: for the Corpus Juris he wrote a horizontal synthesis of
comparative law of the Member States regarding the General Part of Criminal Law® and the National
Reports of Germany’. He later worked in the academic project of the “Eurocrimes” under the direction of
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Tiedemann®, with a contribution to the general part of the project concerning the subjective element of the
crime. During the course of recent years he has turned out to be one of the most influent consultants in
criminal matters of the European institutions.

Joachim Vogel was very close to our European Criminal Policy Initiative group. He participated actively in the
discussion regarding the first Manifesto on European Criminal Policy, in a workshop at the University of
Modena on 16% July, 2010. In the last few months, he also participated as an Expert in two seminars on the
second Manifesto regarding the criminal procedure that took place at the University of Munich: on 25
January, he spoke about “Criminal Procedure Based on General Principles?” and on 5% July, he took part in
the general debate about the Draft.

With the passing of Joachim Vogel we have lost a very dear friend and colleague; but the European Criminal
Law has lost one of its best scholars. We would like to express our deepest and most sincere condolences to
his wife, Gundula, and his children Leopold, Jonathan and Emilia.

Requiescat in pace, dear Joachim!

The editors
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